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Synopsis
John Roberts is about to ascend to the summit of the Supreme Court; there are 1,800 soldiers dead in Iraq; anti-war activist Cindy Sheehan is camped outside George W. Bush’s ranch in Texas; New York Times reporter Judith Miller is in jail, while the Valerie Plame Wilson CIA-outing scandal continues to spin into the higher reaches of the Bush Administration; and Karl Rove remains at the top of his manipulative game, two years away from resigning his key post in the Bush hierarchy. 

It’s 2005; the Republican star has not yet fallen to its current depths and the economy has yet to sink into its present abyss. Set in the summer of Hurricane Katrina, before the full dimensions of that disaster had unfolded for the nation, Michael Levesque’s One Nation Under_?—structured around a biting parody of the familiar Fox News format of fear and foreboding—is a remarkably prescient plea for national, indeed global, unity and the common cause that binds us all. It presciently anticipates Barack Obama’s bipartisan, “we’re all in this together” appeal for change, though it was written well before Obama entered the national spotlight. Simultaneous scenes, overlapping dialogue and a host of characters running the gamut of the American experience—from New York to Texas, from the far left to the far right, embracing all races and sexual proclivities—explore a range of hot-button issues on the current political scene, including the war in Iraq, immigration, rising gas prices, global warming, gay marriage, and abortion.  

In a plea for oneness that is part of a rich American tradition recalling, for example, Walt Whitman’s Song of Myself—“I celebrate myself, and sing myself/And what I shall assume you shall assume/For every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you”—One Nation Under_ ? makes a compellingly dramatic case for the cause-and-effect reality that essentially bonds everyone. The separation of Church and State (wittily embodied as conflicted male characters in the play) is one thing as a First Amendment principle, but separation itself—a sundering, the absence of wholeness—is quite another in a larger, universal sense. As the play makes clear, “Every perceived problem we have is the belief in separation. Separate from each other. Separate from your environment. Separate from everything. We are not one nation under God. We are all one.”


CAST LIST

Wanna Bimegucci(pronounced (Wanna buy me “Gucci”)/ Pure EnergyAn attractive Asian woman plays host of Hype News and the “voice of God”.
Church/Hunt/Reverend Doe/ Fuxhole/Actor #5A white man (50’s-60’s) represents old Religious views through many characters. He must be good at changing characters saying almost the same thing every time.
State/Rotch/Boyd/Ted Ted/Actor #3A white man (50’s-70’s) and a right-wing Republican. Actor must be capable of taking many roles saying close to the same thing many different ways.
Vicki/Dixie/Deidra/Woman/Actor #7White woman (late 30’s-50’s) plays an ex-Orthodox Jew (now a Buddhist lesbian); a lonely plain housewife; a rich, drunk, “Ladies who lunches,” and a woman at rally.
Meg/Dee Dee/Vernice/Actor #2Black woman (40’s-50’s) plays a militant, lawyer, and lesbian; a lower income housewife; and a rich “Ladies who lunches”.
Jim J./Fernando/Martin/Waiter/Actor #6Hispanic young male (16-25) plays a Cuban HIV+ 16 YO; a young Mexican hustler; a waiter; and a young soldier.
Mark/ Rufus/ TherapistA young black male (20’s-30’s) plays an adopted soldier; a street wise construction worker; and a therapist.
June/Debra/Dusty/Actor #4White woman (40’s-60) plays a right-wing, middle-class mother; a rich, conservative, Texan; and a pop singer.
Norma/Caroline/ Rita/Actor # 1A Hispanic woman (30’s-40’s) plays a single pregnant mother; a rich Texan socialite; and a right-wing congresswoman.
Big T./Katrina/Homer/Actor # 8A black man (40’s-50’s) plays a liberal lower income construction worker; an American Indian transsexual; and a homeless man.
Joe/Kevin/Bobby/Wyboski/Actor #9An Italian white man (40’s-50’s) play’s a lower income construction worker; an ex-priest, (now gay); a right-wing Texan husband; and a soldier.
                        



   

 





    WANNA

Welcome back to the best news on cable Television. I’m Wanna Bimegucci for Hype News, where we are always unfair and biased. If you’re just waking up on the East Coast this hot, humid, August, Friday morning. Good morning! In Political news, President Bush’s approval level seems to be at his all time low since he’s graced us in the oval office. Iraq seems to be the reason that most Americans are becoming dissatisfied. 60% of angry Americans now disapprove while only 34% of optimistic Americans approve with the war in Iraq. In addition, an ignorant 57% say, “No, the war has not made us safer.” Hmmm!

In other news: it seems we just recovered from allegations against Boston’s Arch Diosis sexual abuse of young boys. Now: a New York City Cardinal has resigned because of allegations of adultery. The accuser is the husband of the woman that was caught on tape leaving a hotel room with the Cardinal.

John Roberts: the Presidents Supreme CT. nominee is making at least one insignificant, extreme left political fringe group nervous. Michael Levesque: President of the group: “I Am,” typed last week on his personal lap top in a mass email to friends and family that “if Roberts is put on the Court he will blur the faint line that separates Church and State in this country.” Hmmm! Unquestionable proof that the Patriot Act is alive, well and working in the U.S. of A. We’ll be right back. Stay tuned to Hype News, where we promise to keep you scared so you will follow. “We distort. We deny.”

(Lights out on Wanna as the map lights up on Boston and Washington DC. slides accordingly. This is A split scene. First, a cheap hotel. There’s a bed under the scaffold with two people in it. It is Church and State. We don’t see State yet. They get out on different sides of the bed when they get out. We see two lights, one USR & one USL. They’re bathroom lights. A woman, Dixie enters from USR putting her bra on as Church is getting out of one side of the bed. He is getting dressed as well.)

DIXIE

Are you alright?

       CHURCH

Yes, you?

DIXIE

I must say...

     CHURCH

What?

DIXIE

Nothing.

     CHURCH

Say it.

DIXIE

Well…Do you ever feel guilty?

     CHURCH

Of course, don’t you?

DIXIE

That’s what I was thinking.

     CHURCH

What?

DIXIE

Guilt.

     CHURCH

Right. Pass me my belt.

DIXIE

I’m not sure I do...Feel guilty.

     CHURCH

You must. We all do. Here this is yours.

DIXIE

That’s what I was thinking.

     CHURCH

Your keys. Come on we got to go.
DIXIE

Is that wrong?

     CHURCH

Not feeling guilty?

DIXIE

Yes...

     CHURCH

Yes! 
                                                                         DIXIE

Why? Why is not feeling guilty wrong?
     CHURCH

Because guilt allows us to recognize our errors and that’s where forgiveness comes in. Come on!
       DIXIE
So this is an error?

     CHURCH

What do you think Dixie? Now I’m serious come on.


DIXIE

Wait! I need to talk about this.

     CHURCH

Not now.







        DIXIE
Yes now!

     CHURCH

OK. OK. (Pause) What?

DIXIE

You think this is wrong?

     CHURCH

Yes! Of course I do.

DIXIE

Then why do we do it?

     CHURCH

Because we sin....We’re weak...My God Dixie you’re married!

DIXIE

So that’s why you feel guilty?

     CHURCH

Yes! Now come on. We talked!

DIXIE

No! I don’t.

     CHURCH

You don’t what?

        DIXIE
Feel guilty.


     CHURCH

Don’t lie to yourself.

 DIXIE
I’m not. You are.

     CHURCH

Why are doing this to me? I don’t have time for this. What if we get caught?

DIXIE

So why do we come here and do this?

     CHURCH

I told you! I’m weak. What about you?

DIXIE

What do think?

     CHURCH

I don’t know. You’re marriage is bad…I...

DIXIE

I love you.

     CHURCH

No! Don’t do this…

DIXIE

I do...

     CHURCH

You just think you do...We agreed we’d keep this...

DIXIE

Quiet?

     CHURCH

Yes, quiet...and ah…Well…What did we say?

DIXIE

You mean what do YOU always say?

     CHURCH

Yes.

DIXIE

Every time?

     CHURCH

Yes! Yes! I don’t have time for this Dixie!

DIXIE

That’s not what you say John.

     CHURCH

Father. Please don’t do this to me, not now.

DIXIE

Do what?

     CHURCH

Make me say...you know...

DIXIE

Yes! I need you to say it! Right now. Say it!

     CHURCH

I can’t...Not now...Not after what you just said....It wouldn’t be right.

DIXIE

It would be wrong.

     CHURCH

Yes, yes it’s all wrong.

DIXIE

You feel guilty.

     CHURCH

I just told you I do.

DIXIE

For Christ’s sakes then just say it! SAY IT!

     CHURCH

Alright, alright! I’ll say it. I just don’t want to hurt you...







         DIXIE
SAY IT GOD DAMN IT!

CHURCH

“We can never do this again.”


     DIXIE
Wrong.

CHURCH

No!


DIXIE

Yes! I want it word for word because for the past seven months it has always been word for word.

     CHURCH

That’s before you ever said you lo…

DIXIE

That’s the word.

                                                                        CHURCH
What?


        DIXIE
Ever!

       CHURCH
What???

        DIXIE
EVER! Again...say it.

     CHURCH

“We can never, ever, do this again.” Dixie listen...

         DIXIE
You didn’t punch the EVER like you usually do. Again! All of it...

      CHURCH

We can never, ever...

         DIXIE

PUNCH IT!!

     CHURCH

“We can never, EVER do this again. Come see me and I’d be happy to hear your confession.”

DIXIE

That’s it?

     CHURCH

Yes that’s it.

DIXIE

Are you sure?

     CHURCH

Yes, now come on you have to get me back to the parish.

DIXIE

Thank you. Now it was word for word. (She lies back down in bed)

     CHURCH

What are you doing?

DIXIE

I’m going to go back to bed.

     CHURCH

You can’t do this to me! I have morning mass to say. This is insane.

DIXIE

I heard you. For the first time, I heard you.

     CHURCH

Dixie, not now.

DIXIE

Not now what John?

     CHURCH

Father.

DIXIE

John to me.

 CHURCH

Not while I’m dressed, please...Dixie listen...

DIXIE

No, you listen John.

     CHURCH

Father!

                                                                         DIXIE

John. It’s John when you’re between my legs, and that’s how I’ll choose to remember you. It’s over John.

     CHURCH

Father! Fine. Just bring me back. .Please. .We’ll talk all the way home.

DIXIE

Talk? We never EVER talk. Talk? It’s always silent. Cold silence...

     CHURCH

Yes...

 DIXIE

Like it never happened.

     CHURCH

I’m sorry.

DIXIE

There’s loathing.

      CHURCH

Me, not you.

DIXIE

Dirty...

     CHURCH

It’s a sin.

DIXIE

Guilty.

      CHURCH

Yes.

DIXIE

Yes!

     CHURCH

Sorry.

DIXIE

How sad.

     CHURCH

Can we please go now?

DIXIE

Why, because we’re done?
                                                                         CHURCH

Yes!

DIXIE

I’m not.

     CHURCH

Don’t do this to me.

DIXIE

You have time. You were quick today.

     CHURCH

Sorry.

  DIXIE

Me too.

       CHURCH

I need to shower.

        DIXIE

You need to wait.

      CHURCH

What do you want?

        DIXIE

I want you to smell me on your fingers the moment you break that host!

      CHURCH

DIXIE!

                                                                          DIXIE

I DO! I want you to remember me! I want you to love me!

      CHURCH

I can’t!

DIXIE

I see that! Just like my husband.

     CHURCH

Stop.

DIXIE

You are!

     CHURCH

No

DIXIE

Yes. I love you.

     CHURCH

I CAN’T!

DIXIE

You do.

     CHURCH

No!

       DIXIE

You lie.

     CHURCH

Yes, yes, I lie.

       DIXIE

John...

     CHURCH

Father.

DIXIE

Yes.

     CHURCH

I never made you do this.


DIXIE

No?

     CHURCH

NO!

DIXIE

Liar! You knew I was having marital problems

      CHURCH

Yes.

DIXIE

I came to you for that.

     CHURCH

True.

DIXIE

For spiritual advice.

                                                                         CHURCH
Yes!

DIXIE

You seduced me.

      CHURCH

No.

DIXIE

Yes! Then you made me feel like I did something to you.

     CHURCH

Don’t do this to me Dixie.


DIXIE

Exactly! “Don’t do this to me Dixie.” I love you. I have only loved two men and they are the only two I have ever slept with, my husband and you John.

     CHURCH

Father.

DIXIE

Right. Father.

     CHURCH

Dixie when I put this on I’m married to the church. I represent them. I am the Church.

DIXIE

And when you take those off you love me.

      CHURCH

I have sex with you.

DIXIE

You make love to me.

      CHURCH

No! I can’t.

DIXIE

How sad the Big Church can’t love.

     CHURCH

You know deep down  

DIXIE

Yes. You make love with me. Trust me I know the difference. That’s why I love you.

     CHURCH

I can’t....

DIXIE

You won’t...


      CHURCH

You’re right.

DIXIE

Let’s go.

      CHURCH

Thank you. (they start to leave)

DIXIE

I trusted you.

      CHURCH

I know. I’m sorry
DIXIE

Guilty?

     CHURCH

Yes.







        DIXIE

John.

     CHURCH

Father.

DIXIE

Right. Father. We can never, ever do this again.

      CHURCH

You didn’t punch ever.

DIXIE

I don’t need to. I mean it. John?

     CHURCH

Father.

DIXIE

Church?

     CHURCH

Church, yes.


DIXIE

Learn to love. (The other actor that has been in the bed (State) sits up)

STATE

Love? Love?? Come back to bed! Love? Love you still here, yes?

         FERNANDO

Si...Yes...I’m here.

STATE

Good. Come back to bed. Love?

         FERNANDO 

