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CAST

JUDE: A young priest, passionate, wounded, lost, searching. 30°s-40’s

FATHER THOMAS: An elderly pries, just coasting, has lost his faith, 60s

JESSE: A death row prisoner, Scheduled to die this evening, smart, gentle, loving 30°s-40’s
PETER: A young prison guard who has befriended Jesse. Trying to get out of the execution,
Innocent, 20's -30's

HARRY: The prison warden 50°s-60’s. Struggling between personal feelings and the law.
MATT: Another young guard whose wife has just had a baby. 30's-40’s

Time is present. Action takes place between the church and the prison in Texas.

Astirring drama written in the flavor of Twelve Angry Men and Inherit the Wind.

When the play opens we are in the confessional with Jude and Father Thomas. Jude is very
disturbed about the hatred he i feeling for this monster on death row that he has decided to go
and visit. After discussing his loss of faith with Father Thomas we learn his obsession with this
prisoner is because it was his mother this creature murdered. At the prison Jesse who is preparing
for his death is convincing Peter that he will indeed be there for the execution no matter how
hard peters tries to get out of it. In fact, Jesse would like him there. Harry, the warden, is trying
to get a stay from the Govenor but Jesse has made it clear he will not accept it even if it came
through. This denial of a stay though is not because he is guilty, no, it is because Jesse is
convinced he must die tonight for all of our sins. He is convinced he is the son of God and his
death will be his crucifixion. Jude discovers all this once he arrives and we soon discover that
Jesse and Jude are actually step brothers, they shared a mother. Jesse denies any wrong doing in
the murder and gently explains to Jude that he only did what God and his Mother asked of him.
‘This s a very stirring piece of drama that examines many concepts such as good, bad, right
‘wrong, fear and love. By the end of the play the mourning dove, that is known only to ever

mourn does in fact sing!
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Act One Scene Two


  


JESSE 
(Singing) What so ever you do to the least of my brothers. That you do unto me.
When I was hungry, you gave me to eat, When I was thirsty you gave me to drink

Now enter into the home of my Father. What so ever you do (Peter the guard tries to enter quietly) I’m still here Peter....

 





PETER

I know you are.

JESSE

Yes.

 





PETER

I knew you would be.

JESSE

Good.







PETER

Shit Jesse!

JESSE

What?







PETER

It’s only procedure.

JESSE

I know.







PETER

Protocol.

JESSE

Yes.

PETER

We have to do it.

JESSE

I know.

PETER

Right!

                                                            JESSE

Ironic, don’t you think?

 





PETER

What’s that?

JESSE

That the state cares whether I kill myself or not.







PETER

Let’s not get into....

JESSE

I guess in their minds that would rob them of the golden opportunity, and the sublime pleasure of drenching themselves, elbow high, in my blood.

 





PETER

There’s no blood Mr. Kristi. (he goes to a desk and takes a seat)

JESSE

Metaphorically Peter.

 





PETER

What?...Oh ..yeah...I get it 

JESSE

Oh, Peter, how wonderful!

 





PETER

What?

JESSE

I’m ecstatic that you’re my officer for the rest of the day.

 





PETER

Actually, no sir, I’m not.

JESSE

But you’re here.

 





PETER

Yes, but only until 


JESSE

Then you’re my officer.

 





PETER

But later....

 




JESSE

There’s only now.

 





PETER

You’ll get Matt.

 





JESSE

Oh yes, that.







PETER

No One seems to know where he is today.







JESSE

No one?







PETER

No. He was supposed to be here, with you, full time today.







JESSE

I see.

 





PETER

I’m just checking in on you until he arrives.







JESSE

Oh that’s too bad.







PETER

What is sir?







JESSE

You won’t be with me today.







PETER

Not full time.







JESSE

I see.

 
PETER

I’ll do my checks, then you’ll have Matt.

 





JESSE

Well, that’s quite all right. I care just as much for Matt as I do for you. (pause)This really is the ultimate display of control, don’t you think?







PETER

What’s that sir?





JESSE

You!







PETER

ME??







JESSE

Them.







PETER

OH...







JESSE

Making sure I don’t kill myself so they can have the honor of doing it themselves. Don’t you think that’s the ultimate display of control?







PETER

I don’t really think about it Mr. Kristi, to tell you the truth....or try not to at least...

 





JESSE

Yes. ..One would hope not, yes?







PETER

Yes.

JESSE

I mean, how could one, right?







PETER

Right....

JESSE

Think about it, I mean....







PETER

Yes.

JESSE

(pause) You will be there, won’t you Peter?

~
PETER

 …actually...

JESSE

Yes?







PETER

No sir...

                                                            JESSE

No?







PETER

I won’t be....







JESSE

Oh Peter...







PETER

I’m sorry  







JESSE

Don’t be.







PETER

You’re angry.







JESSE

Disappointed.







PETER

Sorry.

JESSE

I was hoping you would be one of my personal escorts,

 
 





PETER

I know...

JESSE

…strap down crew, left leg or something.

 





PETER

Yes...

JESSE

You know very well you’re one of my favorites.

 





PETER

I know.

JESSE

What if I don’t know the other guys?

 





PETER

You’ll know some of them sir...
JESSE

I will?

                                                              PETER

Yes.

 





JESSE

But not like I know you...

 





PETER

No.

JESSE

We’ve been through so much together you and I....







PETER

I know sir....

JESSE

Yes.

 





PETER

And believe it or not, you’re one of my favorites as well....

JESSE

Then why would you deny me the company of your sincere friendship at one of my most triumphant moments?

 





PETER

Deny?

JESSE

Yes.

PETER

NO!

JESSE

Peter.

PETER

I have to go...

JESSE

No.

PETER

Yes, I’ll be back in

JESSE

Fifteen minutes.

                                                             PETER

Yes.

 





JESSE

Yes, I know.

PETER/JESSE(TOGETHER)

Suicide watch.

 





PETER

Yes sir.(He starts to exit)

JESSE

See you soon! (sings) What so ever you do to the least of my brothers....

 





PETER

Mr. Kristi?

JESSE

Yes Peter?







PETER

I.. .1....

JESSE

I thought you had left already.

 





PETER

No.

JESSE

What is it?

PETER

I just want you to know....

JESSE

Yes?

PETER

I told them I couldn’t do it 

JESSE

I know.

PETER

You know?

                                                             JESSE

Yes.

 





PETER

I just wanted you to know that 

 





JESSE

Thank you.

 





PETER

I didn’t want to lie to you sir 

JESSE

No...







PETER

No.

JESSE

It’s your job Peter....







PETER

I know.

JESSE

That’s all.

PETER

That’s all?

JESSE

Yes.

PETER

But..

JESSE

But what?

PETER

I don’t know if I can ever do that again ..sir....

JESSE

I know.

PETER

and that’s scaring me....

JESSE

Yes...


                                                             PETER

I mean what would I do?

JESSE

You will know.

 





PETER

I’ll know?

 





JESSE

Yes.







PETER

You think?

 





JESSE

I know.


PETER

Oh  (Pause) I was thinking about what you said....

JESSE

What was that?

PETER

You said...

JESSE

Yes, go on

PETER

You said, “For as long as I stay here and guard you, I am actually imprisoning myself.”

JESSE

I said that prisoner and guard are one 

PETER

Yes...

JESSE

They are both the belief in evil and punishment. They both are imprisoned.

PETER

Yes.... I’m sorry.

JESSE

Why?

PETER

Shit, I know there are probably better things you’d like to be doing your last day, besides listening to me ramble on like this 

JESSE

You know that?

PETER

I mean after today  What’s it matter to you right?

JESSE

If you say so  

PETER

I just did.

JESSE

So, you did.


PETER

(pause) I guess I just wanted you to know you were a big help in starting to get me to think that maybe I should be doing something else with my life other than this. You know?

JESSE

Yes.

PETER

Shit!

      JESSE

What?

PETER

Nothing.

      JESSE

That’s so wonderful Peter.

PETER

Is it?

      JESSE

Isn’t it?

PETER

I guess...

JESSE

Sure it is. (pause) What else do you think you would do?

PETER

I don’t know.

JESSE

You know.

PETER

I don’t care.

JESSE

Sure you do.

PETER

Hey!

JESSE

What?

PETER

Do you get what I’m telling you?

JESSE

Yes, I believe I do.

PETER

I don’t think you do!

       JESSE

You don’t?

PETER

I can’t do this!

     JESSE

No.

PETER

Do you get that?

      JESSE

Yes...
PETER

I have worked here almost twenty years of my life

      JESSE

Yes...


PETER

and I can’t begin to tell you how many times I have taken that long walk down that flicking corridor to that...that...

      JESSE

Cold....

PETER

...room...and never...

     JESSE

Ever...

PETER

Yes, not once have I ever given a second thought,

     JESSE

Yes...

PETER

...let alone not be able to do it...

     JESSE

No...

PETER

NO!...Not Once!

     JESSE

No.

PETER

Now do you get it??

     JESSE

Yes...

PETER

Huh? Not once....

     JESSE

No...

PETER

until now  

     JESSE

Yes...

PETER

Ever!

JESSE

Never..

PETER

EVER!


JESSE

Shhh...it’s all right Peter...

PETER

IT IS NOT ALL RIGHT, GOD DAMN IT! (pause) Jesse, do you realize you’ll be dead in less than twelve hours? Do you get that?

JESSE

Yes.

PETER

Do you??

JESSE

It doesn’t mean anything...

PETER

What?

JESSE

nothing 

PETER

Nothing?

      JESSE

Yes. Do you understand me?

PETER

I don’t know.

       JESSE

It doesn’t mean a thing...

PETER

No?

      JESSE

No, nothing....


PETER

Yes...

      JESSE

Never forget that  

PETER

No...

      JESSE

All right?

PETER

Yes.

      JESSE

Good.

PETER

I don’t know who or what you are, but I

      JESSE

No. You don’t know who or what you are Peter.

PETER

What?

     JESSE

You’ve denied it.... forgotten....

PETER

Forgotten?

      JESSE

That’s the truth....

PETER

The truth?

     JESSE

Yes.

PETER

It is?

      JESSE

Yes.

PETER

Yes....

    
JESSE

AMEN. (the warden enters)

