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Over two hundred women have been raped, sodomized, killed, and
dismembered in the past two years, and nothing has been done about it!

“The time is present. An American company has closed shop in the states and moved it's
factory to Mexico, where labor is cheap and the profts are huge. Almost all of the employees are
‘women who are paid the American equivalent of $3.50 a day. Most of them will never be able to
afford the very product they are making. Many of them travel for hours from small impoverished
townships on foot, or if they're lucky on bus. A large portion of the women are young girls from
very big families, after all, most of Mexico is Catholic and birth control s forbidden. They sieep
in doorless shacks with no windows, running water, or electriity, wearing nothing but rags. As if
isn’t bad enough, the factory is located in an area where there is almost nothing but miles of
desert surrounding it. The factory operates 24hrs. a day, which means women are arriving and
leaving at all hours of the night. There is no proper lighting or securiy or transportation provided
for the women. What I have just writtn isall compltely true. It is used for the backdrop of this
picce. 1 have only used the situation, no real people, location, or real stories. The rest is
completely fctitious.

“The action takes place inside his factory where you meet seven of the women who work
there. They work on the assembly line, which is symbolic of their social status, (never step out of
Tine,Jand also religious, Gust follow the herd.) The first act s the last hour of the evening. An
evening that they all know, ike any other given night,could be there last. Two women have
already lost family members, and one willlose her lfe tonight.

FALSE PROFITS isa chilling story that explores many avenues. The treatment of
women as second class citizens, American profits,the atitude and the reactions of the Hispanic
men, and above al the catholic church. The script makes a comparison to the worlds largest and
wealthiest corporations, and the effects it has had on many lives, and how to this day they insst
on control. The catholic churcht It exposes how they themselves came into countries and wiped
out traditional religions and replaced them with Christianity. It xplores their positions on rape,
abortion, homosexulity and even their very own faih. It exposes FALSE “PROPHETS.
Last and certainly not least it asks the question.

“WHAT IS A MAN PROFITED,
IF HE SHALL GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD,

AND LOSE HIS SOUL?”

n older women 60's, religious, lost a daughter,
of 7 children

MARGARITE: A young girl 17, marred, pregnant, some what religious, innocent, sweet
ANITA: A wild cat, 30's- 40's, an ex-hooker, sexy, should be beautifu, not the brightest, angry
CARMEN: An educated woman for this group, politicl, plain, sexless, smart, also angry, 30's-
s

CONSUELLO: An attractive young woman 20°s-30’s, ager to make a difference, full of
energy, lost asister, waiting for the American representatives o arrive.

‘woman 20°s-30's feisty and smart older sster to Rose. New to the line.

‘young gir late teens to early 20's a young version of
ENRIQUE: The boss of this lne. Cruel and mean, on a power tip. He tries o sleep with all the
‘women. This is more conditional then a personality flaw.

‘THE INTERVIEWER: The American woman who interviews the employees at the end of the

play.

ing for the Pope to arrive, mother
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 SAMPLE SCRIPT

THE OPENING

(As the play opens we are in front of a scrim. On the scrim is the American factory in Mexico. A spot light comes up one at a time as this opening starts. First a spot on Carmen)

CARMEN

What is a man profited, (spot on Lupe and Rose)

LUPE/ROSE

if he shall gain the whole world,(spot on Maria)

MARIA

and lose his own soul?

BLACK OUT

VOICE

(We hear a blood curdling scream) AHHHH! (Lights come up stage right on Consuelo writing a letter. Carmen is translating, There is guitar music being played underneath by the actor who plays Enrique on stage left. Rose performs a story dance of what has been happening. All the other women are with Enrique stage left. This is a funeral.)

CONSUELO

(writing) Por favor escuchama, no se si alguna de mis cartas te ha llegado. Si te han llegado, te pido ayuda. Todos lo hacemos. No sabemos que hacer. Esta es mi ultima suplica. No puedo mas no tengo dinero, necesitamos tu ayuda. Por favor de corazon te pido nos ayude. Rogamos que esto de resultado. Dios te bendiga a ti y a los estados Unidos de America.

CARMEN

(reading letter) Please listen to me. I don’t even know if any of my letters have ever reached you. If they have, I am begging for your help. All of us are. We do not know what to do. This is my last and final plea. I cannot do this any more. I have no more money. We need your help. Please find it in your heart to help us. We pray this will work. God bless you and the United States of America.(Anita steps out and begins to sing. The song is Ave Maria.)

ANITA(singing)

The Virgin Maria surrounded by light, God’s Mother is ours, for she gives us this sight.


ANITA/ENRIQUE

Aye, Ave, Ave, Maria. Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria.


MARGARITE

The world was then suffering from war, plague, and strife,


MARGARITE?LUPE/ROSE
and Mexico mourned for her great loss of life.

ANITA/MARGARITE/LUPE/ROSE/ENRJQUE

Aye, Ave, Ave, Maria. Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria.

ALL(INCLUDING CARMEN AND CONSUELO)

All hail Virgin Mary! This star guides our way, Our country’s protectress, America’s way!

BLACKOUT

(Scrim comes up, they are now in the factory. Lights come up Maria who is still signing the refrain. Lights come up on the girls all working in the factory they are on an assembly line sorting out colored light bulbs. Sorting, packing, and stacking the boxes all day long)

MARIA

(singing) Ave, Ave, Ave Maria (The first two lines are over her singing)

ANITA

Will she be all right?

CARMEN

She’ll be fine. She knows how to take care of herself.

MARIA(CONT-)

Ave, Ave, Ave Maria Ave, Ave, Ave

CARMEN

Maria!!

ANITA

Jesus it’s hot!

MARIA

Anita, please!

ANITA

Well it is. My tits are soaking wet.

MARIA

Anita, your language please.

ANITA

Well they are. What do you want me to say?

MARIA

How about not speaking? Just silence please. (pause) Ave, Ave, Ave,

CARMEN

MARIA!!


MARIA

What Carmen?

CARMEN

Do you have to sing that song?

AMTA

Look at me. I’m soaking wet.

MARGARITE

It’s called a hymn Carmen. If you went to church once in a while

CARMEN

I know what it’s called Margarite, and I don’t have to go to church to find out I don’t enjoy listening to it,

MARIA

Well, I don’t do it to bother you Carmen.

ANITA

Is anyone else hot? JESUS!! I need a cola.

MARIA

ANITA!!

ANITA

WHAT??

MARIA

Your language.

ANITA

What did I say? I didn’t say tits. Did I?

MARIA

You took the Lords name in vain.

ANITA

(waving her skirt to air out) Well look at me, Jesus Christ I’m dripping with sweat. We need a break. Whew.

CARMEN

What’s wrong Anita, just pay the rent and you’re drying the receipt?

ANITA

At least I pay my rent. Oooh I’m burning up.

CARMEN

Maybe its menopause or maybe you’re just in heat again.

ANITA

Ha ha very funny, I should stand next to you since you’re so cold. Maybe it’ll cool me off.

CARMEN

I don’t think I have what you need.

ANITA

You wouldn’t mind trying though would you? (wagging her tongue)

MARGARITE

Whew...I am really hot too.


ANITA

Well you should be carrying all that extra weight. It’s disgusting getting that fat.

MARGARITE

It’s my baby, Anita, I don’t mind at all.

ANITA

I couldn’t carry all that extra weight, not in this heat.

CARMEN

Yeah. So if you ever get tired of carrying it Margarite, I’m sure Anita would be happy to tell you how easily you could get rid of it. Right Anita? She’s done it many times.

MARIA

Oh my ears. Sweet Jesus...

ANITA

Or maybe you could tell her how it failed for your mother, and how you were born with a coat hanger necklace. I need a cola!

MARGARITE

I don’t understand. What are you talking about?

MARIA

Never mind child. It’s not for you to hear. Ave, Ave, Ave Maria..


CARMEN

MARIA!! DAMN IT! STOP IT WITH THE HYMNS!! (Carmen stops working, slams her fists)

ENRIQUE /VOICE OVER

HEY! (they all stop) What’s going on down there? Carmen!! Is there something wrong? (pause) I didn’t think so... KEEP WORKING! (Carmen returns to work)

CARMEN

“Keep working, keep working”....

MARGARITE

How does he always know?

ANITA

You can’t stop moving, he sees it every time.

MARGARITE

How?

MARIA

(referring to the surveillance camera) The eye child...remember...the eye. (sings)Ave, Ave, Ave...

CARMEN

Maria! Please....

MARIA

Carmen, I am preparing just like you should be.

CARMEN

We still have an hour left in this dungeon.

MARIA

Not to go home. For his arrival.

CARMEN

For whose arrival, the second coming? Jesus you’ve been singing hymns all day long.

MARIA

If my hymn singing can bring this blessed occasion closer to reality, I will offer my voice till I can’t sing another note. Then there will be just silence, peace.

CARMEN

Maria I do think senility is setting in. What are you talking about?

MARIA

I’m as bright as the evening stars. My light is not dimming one bit Carmen. Tell her child, tell our little atheist about the power of prayer. When two or more pray together...

MARGARITE

Well, it’s really very exciting, and we have been praying for it for quite a long time, and now it looks like our prayers have been answered.

MARIA

Sweet child, oh holy mother…
MARGARITE

Amen Maria. Oh it’s so exciting Carmen.

CARMEN

I’m sure it is.

MAGARITE

Oh it is.

CARMEN

Are you going to tell me or not?

ANITA

Yeah, spit it out girl.

MARGARITE

(laughing) Well there’s a rumor in town…
CARMEN

The one about Anita?

ANITA

BITCH! PERRA!!

MARGARITE

Not that rumor.

ANITA

HEY!!

MARGARITE

Well it’s not.

MARIA

They don’t care Margarite. Don’t cast your pearls before swines.

MARGARITE

I don’t have any pearls Maria.

CARMEN

I do care, and I’m not swine thank you. Anita on the other hand....

ANITA

PUTA!!

CARMEN

Continue will you.

MARGARITE

Well, there’s a rumor in town…
ANITA

That Carmen’s a lesbian?

 





MARIA

Oh dear God! Let her finish her story.

ANITA

What’s wrong Carmen, pussy got your tongue?

MARGARITE

Cat, the cat got your tongue is the way it goes.

CARMEN

No, my tongue is fully in tact.


ANITA

And rearing to go, I’m sure.

MARIA

Sweet Mary, would you let her finish?

ANITA

Fine with me I’m not stopping her. Oh what I would give for a cola.

CARMEN

You mean, what wouldn’t you give.

MARGARITE

(starts to cry) Oh…dear...

CARMEN

What? Oh Margarite don’t cry we’re only joking.

MARGARITE

Now I forgot what I was saying. I’ve been doing that a lot lately, that, and having to go to the bathroom all the time and crying for no reason at all.

CARMEN

The rumor in town.

MARGARITE

What?!! MARIA!! (she looks to Maria. Maria shakes her head no)

CARMEN

The rumor.

MARGARITE

Oh right. Well, the rumor is, he’s coming to Mexico City. The Pope, the holy Pontiff.

ANITA

The Pope? What the hell for?

MARIA

What do you mean what for? This is his country. We are his people. We are Catholic, the one true religion.


MARGARITE

Isn’t it glorious? I hear he even has a Pope mobile.

ANITA

A Pope mobile, what the hell is that?

MARGARITE

It’s a car a...um...it’s like a....

ANITA

Spit it out girl!

CARMEN

It’s like an aquarium on wheels.

MARIA

Pearls before swines, (Margarite joins in) Ave, Ave, Ave Maria..

CARMEN

HEY!! Maria! What has the Pope or the church ever done for you?

MARIA

Given us hope.

CARMEN

Hope?

MARIA

Yes Carmen, he gives us faith. Something you know nothing about.

CARMEN

Or him for that matter, riding around in a bullet proof fish bowl.

MARIA

Blasphemer!! How dare you? There are people who want his life over.

CARMEN

Like they did with Jesus too but you didn’t see him in a Jesus mobile.

MARIA

This conversation is over now.

CARMEN

No, I would like to know if we are his people why are we so poor huh?

 





       MARIA

The church isn’t rich you know.

CARMEN

Wrong Maria. They’re one the worlds biggest corporations. Speed it up Margarite!

MARGARITE

I’m trying.

MARIA

They do the best they can. They spend a lot of time and money spreading the holy word.

  





     CARMEN

Then stop spreading it. No one asked them to come here and build there God damn missions in the first place.

MARIA

Your language!

MARGARITE

I got a pair of shoes once when I needed them from my church.

ANITA

Yeah and I got a nice dress once from a priest.

CARMEN

You probably slept with him.

ANITA

Actually I did.

MARIA

Blasphemer!

ANITA

I did. It’s no big deal he wasn’t even married.

MARGARITE

None of them are Anita.

ANITA

Oh yeah. Next! (referring to the next box of lights)

MARIA

What about the church makes you so bitter Carmen?

ANITA

She’s always bitter. It has nothing to do with the church. She needs to get some…you know.

MARIA

No, it does. I can see it.

MARGARITE

(Almost drops a bulb. They all stop.) Oh...oh...That was close. I can’t afford to drop anymore.

MARIA

Careful child....be careful.

CARMEN

(pause) Oh who cares? So the Pope is coming, or maybe coming. You don’t even know. It’s just a rumor.


MARIA

No, I know, in my heart I know.

MA1~GARITE

Maria and I want to go.

CARMEN

To Mexico city?

MARGARITE

Yes Mexico city (she starts to cry)

CARMEN

Why are you crying?

MARGARITE

I don’t know, this is what I was telling you about. I just start to cry.

MARIA

Sweet Mary they’re tears of joy.

ANITA

Can I go?

CARMEN

You?

 





    ANITA

Yes me.

CARMEN

Why, do you need a new dress Anita? This one is old girl. The Pope is very old.

ANITA

Never stopped me before.

MARGARITE

(crying)Anita this is the Pope.

ANITA

Oh sugar don’t cry. It was a joke.

MARGARITE

I can’t help it. It just happens.

MARIA

Are your desires sincere Anita?

ANITA

Oh sure I’d love to see Mexico City... and the Pope.

MARIA

Then you must start preparing by cleansing yourself.

CARMEN

Like a great big deucsh, you know what that is don’t you? ( plugging her nose)Or maybe you don’t.

MARGARITE

Oh Anita this will be so wonderful. You can start praying with us now. You know what they say, when two or more pray  when two or more  oh my mind... .when two

ANITA

No, what do they say? Spit it out girl.

MARGARITE

(cries) I’m not sure. I don’t remember.

CARMEN

Margarite, back to work.

MARIA

(laughs) Oh my sweet child, come here. Anita they say there’s power in prayer. So when two or more join together it can work miracles. Now back to work child.

MARGARITE

You will join us in prayer from now on Anita

CARMEN

This I’ve got to see.

ANITA

Yes I will, yes! I’m going to see the Pope. (they all laugh sans Carmen. Anita starts to dance all around singing “I’m going to see the Pope”)

MARGARITE

Anita be careful, the eye!

ANITA

Thanks sugar. So...Carmen, I’m going to see the Pope. Anything you want me to ask him for you?

MARIA

Anita?

ANITA

Yes?


MARIA

You may want to start cleansing now.

CARMEN

Yeah, get her some vinegar, or that cola she’s been asking for. Kill two birds with one stone.

ANITA

Shut up. Now, Maria?

MARIA

Yes, now.

ANITA

On my knees? Shut up!

CARMEN

I didn’t say anything.

ANITA

You don’t have to.

MARIA

Anita, prayer doesn’t have to be on your knees it can be anywhere as long as it’s peaceful.

CARMEN

Yeah, so shut up is what she’s trying to say. When did you hear about this?

MARGARITE

I have many cousins in Mexico City and the rumor is that it is so. They say he should be here right after my baby is born, so I want to bring my baby and get the holy fathers blessing.

MARIA

It’s glorious, it’s a miracle. This country is truly blessed.

ANITA

Will he bless me too?

MARGARITE

Of course, Anita.

ANITA

With holy water?

CARMEN

Is that what you’ve been calling that?


MARIA

He blesses everyone every where he goes.

CARMEN

If you’re Catholic.

MARIA

That’s right if your Catholic. (Maria and Margarite sing) Ave, Ave, Ave…
MARGARITE

Sing with us Anita (she does) Ave, Ave, Ave Maria.

CARMEN

Hey! Instead of wasting your time praying and singing for the Pope, you should be praying for Consuelo.

MARGARITE

Consuelo? Did she not make it in today? (crying) Oh no, not another one  oh dear God.. ..Not Consuelo! When will this ever stop!!

ANITA

Carmen, you’re mean taking advantage of her condition like this.

MARIA

Calm down my child, calm down.

MARGARITE

NO! I can’t believe she didn’t make it in.

MARIA

She’s here sweetheart. Now get back to work.

MARGARITE

She is?

ANITA

Yes!

MARGARITE

Thank God! (She returns to work) Where? Where is Consuelo?

ANITA

Margarite, are you losing your mind? I think that baby of yours is sucking it out of you. Do you think I could wear this to see the Pope?

CARMEN

Is that the one the priest gave you?

